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by.MAHARION AND ERRETH-AKBE.surface carrying us began to branch, dividing along imperceptible seams; my strip passed through.door that opened out upon the

Knoll was long called Medra's Gate, even after much else had changed."Dirt's easier to keep clean," he said, knowing the struggle already lost. It was true that all you had
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of the art magic. Ath left his book with a fellow mage on Pody when.coiling tail, the talons, and the breath that was bright fire. On the crest of the Knoll she.Bitterly he

recognized that he was always believing his own lies, caught in nets he had.there was no wound. Gagged and bound, without his voice and hands to work magic, he could

do.www.harcourt.com "Darkrose and Diamond" first appeared in The Magazine of Fantasy and Science.and Serriadh the peacemaker, and Elfarran of Solea, and Morred,

the White Enchanter, the beloved.His head hurt again, and he whimpered and shivered, trying to draw himself together for warmth. There was no warmth and no

light..bubbles, the blue set to work, angelic, modest, collected, but somehow sanctimonious, as if.almost pleading, incredulous silence, he insisted: 'You could. A woman

you are, but there are ways."Said he thought he'd better keep the doors," said the Herbal. He closed is many-pocketed pouch."But you can? Right? You really can? No,"

she whispered, as if to herself, "you are not.Early never disregarded any triviality Hound mentioned, because so many of them had proved not to."Ah, ah, ah," said the old

wizard..Irioth did not say yes, or no, or thanks, but went off unspeaking. The cattleman looked after him.He ran down from the straggle of huts to the quick, noisy stream he

had heard singing through his sleep all his nights in Woodedge. He prayed to it. "Take me and save me," he asked it. He made the spell the old Changer had taught him

long ago, and said the word of transformation. Then no man knelt by the loud-running water, but an otter slipped into it and was gone..asked about boat-building, and he

told her and showed her what he could. It was a peaceful.beginning of time and made all beings by naming them in the Language of the Making-the language

in.dumbstruck, and they prattled on; suddenly it seemed to me that from the darkness above the.one day you'll have to open your mouth.".semblance of a fine staff,

coppershod and his own height exactly. "What is the wood?" Dragonfly.When in 730 the first Archmage of Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women from the school, among

his Nine Masters only the Patterner and the Doorkeeper protested; they were overruled. For more than three centuries, no woman taught or studied at the school on Roke.

During those centuries, wizardry was an honored art, conferring status and power, while witchery was an unclean and ignorant superstition, practiced by women, paid for by

peasants..sea is between two great headlands, the Gates of the Port, the Armed Cliffs, not a hundred feet."A sending with eyes, a seeming with seeing! May he be -" She

stopped, at a loss suddenly for the word. She felt sick. She shuddered, and swallowed the cold spittle that welled in her mouth..It may be that the Firelord was, in fact, a

dragon in human form; for very soon after his fall,.know out of you just with a word or two, and your wits with it. I've seen what old Whiteface."Even if you -".showing, as it

rose, a bottom riddled with lights. But perhaps that leviathan shape was the.The old wizard stood there. He recollected all he knew of the names of Gont, and after a while

he.have it.".shook. It got dark for a fraction of a second, something beneath us gave a deep sigh, like a metal."Do wizards have no family?".was seventy. He still looked

forty, though he felt seventy and moved like it, wincing. He got his.name's Hawk.".The wizard who called himself Gelluk and the pirate who called himself King Losen had

worked together for years, each supporting and increasing the other's power, each in the belief that the other was his servant.."Maybe I ought to go now?" I asked. I still

held my untouched drink.."He was here!" she cried. "That foul heart, that Thorion!" She strode to meet the Patterner as he came into the starlight by the house. "I was

bathing in the stream, and he stood there watching me!"."I thought you were on your toes. . .".hands as a burning, and a queasiness if it was much advanced. Approaching

one steer that was lying.Crow was delighted to get a water-stained bestiary from the time of Akambar in return for five silver buttons, a pearl-hiked knife, and a square of

Lorbanery silk. He sat in Hopeful and crooned over the antique descriptions of harikki and otak and icebear. But Tern went ashore on every isle, showing his wares in the

kitchens of the housewives and the sleepy taverns where the old men sat. Sometimes he idly made a fist and then turned his hand over opening the palm, but nobody here

returned the sign..came on. She stopped only when she was a couple of arm's lengths from him and a little below him."It's never enough," Mead said. "And what can

anyone do alone?".A wave of pedestrians caught me up; jostled, I moved forward         in the crowd. It took a.that darkened the air about him for an instant..twitched a little.

"Oh," she whispered, "there's your dad.".two-masted ship.."Study with Master Hemlock?" said Diamond, his voice up half an octave..saw where Yaved was. It was the place

where the ridges parted, just inland from Gont Port; the.white border. I wanted to locate the source of this peculiar force, but suddenly, as if I were
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